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through the whirling disc of wood, struck the target,
and brought it to the ground with the force of the
blow. Meanwhile the archer had sustained the
rebound of the weapon without flinching. Hermit
as he was, the strange suitor was at once proclaimed
the victor. Loud shouts of triumph rent the air,
the sweetest of music sounded, and the princess
left her pavilion, attended by her maidens, to go to
meet her strange bridegroom, who, whatever his rank,
had at least the form and bearing of a prince. She
flung the bridal robe over his hermit's dress ; she
placed the bridal circlet upon his brow ; and then
shyly taking her place by his side she moved across
the greensward towards the throne of her father,
who received the youthful pair with gracious favour.

But among the proud and haughty princes there
arose a murmur of complaint. " We owe much to
holy hermits," said one of them, " but this insult to
our rank is bad to bear. Shall a priest demean us
and tread us beneath his feet like the grass of the
jungle ? And see how this mean-spirited monarch
welcomes him! Shall we meekly endure such
humiliation ? " These words roused the anger of
the disappointed and humbled suitors, and, acting
upon a sudden impulse, they turned upon the bridal
party with their bows bent and their swords bare in
their hands.

Arjun was the first to notice the danger which
threatened. He stepped quickly before the king
and the trembling princess, and stood with uplifted
bow ready to ward off any danger. Bhima had no
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